
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Are You Prepared?  

December is here and that means that Christmas is coming! I have one simple question to ask 

of you. Are you ready for Christmas? My guess is that the small percentage of Christmasaholics 

reading this are ready. Christmasaholics include people like Australia's David Richards who 

strung 29-miles of power cord on his property for the singular purpose of firing up the ½-million 

Christmas lights which decorate his home. Tim and Grace Gay of LaGrangeville, New York are 

Christmasaholics. They spent two months setting up over 600,000 lights on their 2-acre 

homestead. When a Christmasaholic hears the question, "Are you ready for Christmas," his/her 

answer is an immediate and enthusiastic: "Of course I'm ready. Getting ready for Christmas is 

what I do." 

  

Again, I think it is safe to say there are not many Christmasaholics numbered among us. The 

majority reading this are probably in the midst of their preparation. A tree to buy and decorate. 

Light to hang on the house. Lists to write. Christmas cards to purchase and send. Parties to plan. 

Presents to wrap. Cookies to bake. Cookies to eat. The list goes on and on in order to be 

prepared.   

  

As you prepare your house for Christmas, might I suggest you also prepare your heart? 

Aside from joining us on Sunday morning for worship, I would ask that you make use of this 

devotional booklet. The pastors at Crown of Life have prepared a special devotional booklet for 

the entire month leading up to Christmas. There is a devotion, prayer, and at times a short 

activity for each day. We hope and pray you and your family will utilize this opportunity to be 

prepared. See you on Sunday!  

  

  

Pastor Steve Koelpin  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Monday - December 3 
Being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion 
until the day of Christ Jesus. Philippians 1:6 
 
Knowing where you are going is the key to being more effective where you are at. This is true in 
small and big projects, extra-long road trips, and even in living your faith in Christ. What we 
know we can look forward to spiritually is heaven. We have confidence looking forward to 
some day when time will be complete and God’s work in us will be brought to its complete 
fulfillment. The whole purpose of Jesus’ saving work on earth was that someday we would be 
with him forever in the perfection of heaven.  
 
This is our goal, this is what we wait for, this is what we long for in confidence. God always 
finishes what he starts. Whether it is the promise of a Savior thousands of years before it 
happened or the promise to bring all who believe in Jesus as Savior to heaven. Be confident in 
your faith. Carry yourself in confidence because God redeemed and loves each and every part 
of you.  
 
Prayer: Dear Lord, thank you for the gift of faith. You provide confidence to trust you in every 
situation. Even when we don’t feel confident, remind us that our salvation is secure and that 
we will see your face someday. Amen. 
 
Try this at home: Share a personal invite to worship with a friend, co-worker, or family member 
who has been wandering from the faith or never really had it as part of their life.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Tuesday - December 4 
When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. Matthew 2:10  

 
The wise men were overjoyed. After a long trip they were close to their final destination. They 
were finally going to meet Jesus, the Savior of the World. This would be a visit they would never 
forget. Yet, for a short while the star that was leading them to Jesus stopped shining. They were 
stuck in Jerusalem, waiting for it to appear. As they waited, they must have been wondering 
why no one else was looking for King Jesus. They surely could not have been the only ones to 
see the star that would lead them to him. Even after meeting King Herod and excitedly telling 
them about going to meet Jesus, they would end up leaving alone. The residents of Jerusalem 
were busy with their own lives and activities.  
 
How often aren’t we confronted with the same responses when it comes to looking forward to 
our time with Jesus. On the one side there is joy and anticipation as this time approaches. On 
the other side busy schedules and priorities get in the way. Plans, dinners, and the quest for the 
perfect holiday distract us from the joy of time with Jesus. In order to combat the temptation to 
clutter our lives with the distractions of Christmas, let’s follow take the advice and example of 
those wise men.  Just like the wise men, let the joy and peace of your Savior fill you this 
Christmas as we center our hearts and lives on him. Let these daily devotions be an opportunity 
to spend time with Jesus.  
 
Prayer: Lord Jesus, as the wise men were overjoyed to meet you, so fill us with joy and peace 
this Christmas as we celebrate your birth. Remind us that this joy and peace is a gift from you. 
Amen. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Wednesday - December 5 
Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 1 John 4:11 
 
A book entitled, “The Five Love Languages”, has helped couples all over the world better 
understand their unique language of love. Countless partners have grown closer by learning 
what they prioritize: words of affirmation, physical touch, quality time, receiving gifts, or acts of 
service. Knowing the love language of your significant other or even members of your family 
can dramatically impact your relationship in a positive way. If you haven’t heard of the book it’s 
worth a read.  
 
However, before you google the book and eventual take the quiz to discover your love 
languages, I would invite you to read again the words above from 1 John 4. In it you see the 
love language of God which is also the kind of love he wants you and I to demonstrate to 
others. As John writes this passage in the original Greek language, he had a few choices of 
words to use for love. He could have used “philos” word for love which a love based on 
similarity (i.e. love of friends). He could have used the Greek word “eros” which describes love 
on the opposites(i.e. love that wants to be completed by one’s opposite). He could have used 
the Greek word “storge” which describes love of dependency (i.e. children for their parents).  
 
For John, all these words would have been just fine to describe human love but not God’s love. 
For God, only “agape” would come close enough to describe your amazing God. Maybe you 
heard it before, but “agape” it’s packed full of significance. This type of love is selfless. It seeks 
the ultimate good of the object it loves.  This love is solely in the heart of the subject (the one 
“loving”) apart from any lovable characteristic in the object. It’s love for the unlovable. It 
doesn’t seek anything in return. It is undeserved, unfiltered, 100 proof grace. This is how God 
loves you. This love is seen in the manger and ultimately on the cross. It’s also something to be 
seen in our lives and interaction with each other. In response to his agape love God calls us to 
agape others. As you thank God today for his love, take the time to communicate his agape love 
to someone else. No matter what your love languages are may they all be seasoned well and 
stem from an agape love of God.  
 
Prayer: Gracious Lord, you have given me your amazing love. A love I don’t deserve and have 
not earned. Thank you for love and help me to share this love with those around me today. In 
Jesus name. Amen.  
 
Try this at home: If you are married or single, go and take the free “5 Love Languages” quiz and 
consider sharing what your love language(s) are with those near and dear to you. Then reflect 
with others how you can demonstrate agape love in your life this week.  

 
 

 
 



Thursday - December 6 
The Lord is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth. Psalm 145:18 
 
Sometimes relationships can get strained during Christmas time. Every good relationship needs 
good communication. To understand what good communication is all about, think about what 
it is not. If you’re not in the same room while talking to someone, it is not the best 
communication. If you’re thinking about what to say next, instead of what the person is saying 
it is not good communication. If you are looking at your phone instead of at the person it is not 
good communication. Being in the same room. Being present. Being focused. Really listening 
and hearing what is being expressed (instead of planning your response) is healthy 
communication.  
 
God promises to be “present” with us when we are talking to him. No, that doesn’t mean he 
will manifest himself in the flesh or give audible responses, but it does mean that when we use 
his name to address him, He is here. It is as if he puts everything else on pause, turns his face 
and says, “You hear that, my Kelsie is talking to me, shh, she needs me, she’s praising me. Oh 
how I love her.” This is the promise for all of those who know Jesus as Savior. The Lord listens to 
us when we call on him.  
 
Prayer: Thank you Lord for always listening. Help me to listen to your Word and hear your 
message and take it to heart. Sometimes I forget to listen when people are talking. Help me to 
listen to them as intently as you listen to me. Thank you for your love and support. Amen.  
 
Try this at home: Before you fall asleep tonight, and every night before Christmas, ask God for 
one seemingly small thing and one seemingly big thing for someone close to you. If fitting, let 
them know how you are praying for them.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Friday - December 7 
Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 2 Corinthians 9:15 
 
Thanksgiving is over, Black Friday, Cyber Monday and Giving Tuesday have come and gone. 
What are some of the hot new gifts this year? Every Christmas has them. Are you into games? 
Then Artificial Reality could put you in the middle of the action. Are you looking for a new car? 
Then an electric car seems to be quite popular. Yet, as we look at the hot new gifts that each 
year brings, what do they all have in common? That’s right. Next year something else will take 
their place. Wouldn’t it be nice to have a gift that would not fade? 
 
This Christmas your God comes to you with an indescribable gift. It’s a gift that is so wonderful 
and long lasting that no description can fully capture it. It’s the gift of Jesus. His is your gift from 
your Heavenly Father that keeps on giving. Through Jesus you have an indescribable joy 
knowing that every one of your sins is forgiven. You have the joy knowing that this is a gift that 
does not fade. Rather the indescribable gift of Jesus fills you with an indescribable joy. Let us 
not forget this gift. 
 
This is a joy we share as we gather around God’s Word every week to learn more about his 
indescribable love. This is a joy that fills you with your God’s powerful peace. Amen.  
 
Prayer: Lord Jesus, we thank you for all the indescribable joys that are ours because of your 
great and underserved love for us. Fill us with joy this Advent as we reflect on the gift that 
keeps on giving – You. Amen. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Saturday - December 8 
For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. John 1:17 
 
One of the hardest lessons to learn growing up (and as we get a bit older too) is that the 

purpose behind rules is to protect us so that we can have a good and peaceful life. It is a hard 

lesson because there exists a little part of each of us that is convinced some rules were made to 

ruin our fun. The Bible says, “The mind governed by the flesh is hostile to God; it does not 

submit to God’s law, nor can it do so.” (Rms 8:7) God’s standard is pretty high: perfection. 

When we do not honor and keep his rules or the rules of the authorities he’s established (like 

parents, city, and state) we do not measure up.  

The best part of Christmas is what came along with Jesus our Savior – grace and truth. Grace is 

God’s undeserved love and the truth is that even though we’ve broken God’s law in one way or 

another he deeply loves us and came, lived, died, and rose so that we would be with him 

forever. No one can know us as completely as our God and at the same time love us so 

unreservedly. This is what Christmas is all about. 

Prayer: I thank you Jesus for your grace and truth. I know your rules and your commandments 

and I know my own life all too well. Your love and your grace and your truth are my treasure 

and I ask you provide me an opportunity and boldness to share this treasure with someone new 

this Christmas. Amen. 

Try this at home: Ask a Christian, who you know and trust, if they would be willing to listen to 

your confession and also share Jesus’ forgiveness and guidance. Share with them a sin that has 

been bothering you (something you’ve said, thought, or done that is against God’s Word). Ask 

them to forgive you.  

 
 
 
 

December 9 - Sunday Worship 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Monday - December 10 
Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. Luke 
2:11 
The human gestation period is 9 months. For the little one inside that is 270 days in which 

he/she develops a heartbeat, brain function, limbs, eyes, ears, nose, internal organs, and tiny 

fingernails. For first-time parents the gestation period is 6,480 hours full of reading parenting 

books, stressing over nursery room layouts, dealing with new types of pains, struggling eating 

and sleeping habits and, above all else, waiting. Waiting with anticipation and small slice of 

anxiety for the day to arrive. And then it happens—God in his infinitive wisdom and impeccable 

timing brings the gestation period to an end and a child in born. 

And then comes the fun part. Sharing the good news! The new mom and dad call family and 

friends with the news! Of all the good news we might share over the course of our life, very 

little hold a candle to the good news a happy, healthy child. You know one of the reasons that 

news is so good to share?  Because it took 9 months or 6,480 hours of waiting, mom and dad 

finally share the news!  

This makes me think about a night some 2,000 years ago outside the village of Bethlehem. You 

see, God’s people had been in waiting. For thousands of years they had been waiting for God to 

keep his promise and send a Savior. From Adam and Eve to Abraham, to Moses, to king David, 

the people waited. And then it happened - God in his infinitive wisdom and impeccable timing 

brings the waiting to an end and a child is born. And of course, the fun part. The angels burst 

from heaven amid some lowly shepherds and share the good news that was thousands of years 

in the making— Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, 

the Lord. In other words today, you have a Savior. Today, your God has answered your prayers. 

Today God has become a man to save mankind. Today is the start of the devil being undone 

and destroyed. Today you have an answer to problems. Today, after thousands of years of 

waiting God delivers. Today.  

The good news shared that night long ago hasn’t lost its luster. People all over the world, 

including yourself need to hear the good news. No need to wait anymore, it’s time to share the 

good news. Today.  

Prayer: Jesus you are the source of comfort, joy, peace and love. The good news that you have 

come into the world to save sinners is news worth sharing. Use me as you did those angels long 

ago to share the good news with the world. Amen.   

Try this at home: Think of at least two people to invite to join you for worship in Christmas Eve. 
Spend time praying that God would give you an opportunity to invite them. Ask that God give 
you courage to invite them. 

 
 



Tuesday - December 11 
Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on 
him, and he will bring justice to the nations. Isaiah 42:1 
 
The flu season is upon us. Have you heard reports or perhaps experienced the flu spread 
through a school classroom? One student looks a little under the weather and the next thing 
you know half the class is missing. Although the contagious spread of the flu brings us 
something we do not look forward to, there is something that is good that is also contagious. 
Joy. God’s joyful news that he was going to send Jesus into the world to do something that no 
one else could. This is a joy filled message that God spreads from person to person.  
Have you had the opportunity to tell someone about Jesus for the first time or perhaps 
encourage a family member who has left the church?  It’s really neat to see the joy in a person 
when they live under God’s grace and not under the law. It’s really neat to see the Holy Spirit 
work through the gospel. This is the message that joyfully proclaims that God kept his promise 
to send his son into the world at just the right time to live and die for us. Pointing to the cross 
Jesus joyfully reminds you that your sins are forgiven. You are at peace with God. Your God’s 
joy continues to overflow as we have the joy of taking this wonderful message into a joy-less 
world that does not know about Jesus, the Suffering Servant and Savior of the world.  
 
Prayer: Come Lord Jesus! As we joyfully celebrate your birth continue to keep our eyes fixed on 
your life saving mission. Help us to prioritize our time with you in your Word and give us your 
peace that fills us with true joy. Amen.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Wednesday - December 12 
The LORD your God is with you, he is mighty to save. He will take great delight in you, he will 
quiet you with his love, he will rejoice over you with singing.”  Zephaniah 3:17 
 
If I asked you to name your favorite Christmas song, I’ll bet you could do it easily. Most likely 
you’d have a list of favorites on the tip of your tongue without having to even give it much 
thought. Of course, there are the famous and well-loved carols and hymns like Away In A 
Manger or Silent Night.  Then there are the secular songs, which bring back a nostalgic feel for 
so many people. There is one secular Christmas song that, while not a classic, I do tend to sing 
along to on the radio if I hear it. The song is called “All I Want for Christmas is You” by Mariah 
Carey. It’s about a young lady who would rather be with the man she loves on Christmas than 
have snow or presents or anything else many Americans typically associate with Christmas. 
 
While I doubt Mariah Carey was making a Scriptural allusion, I do find it interesting that the 
simple refrain, …“All I want for Christmas is you..”, could sum up what Christmas is all about. 
But maybe not in the way you’d think. 
 
Certainly, when Christmas comes, Christians around the world could rightly proclaim of their 
newborn King, “All I want for Christmas is you Lord Jesus!” But the truth is, when Jesus came on 
that first Christmas, he did not come to a world that was clamoring to meet him. He came to 
people who were looking for many other things besides a Savior from sin. They were looking for 
a Savior from their problems, to give gifts and make them happy. I guess the same is true even 
today. But that is the very reason he came in the first place. 
 
God says in 1 Timothy 1:15, “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.” That first 
Christmas and every Christmas since has been about your God crying out to this world of 
sinners, “All I want for Christmas is you!” Despite your sins, your fears, your failings, your 
broken relationships with others, or your broken relationship with God – Jesus comes to save 
because he wants you more than you begin to imagine! And so he comes to save you!  
 
No matter what your favorite Christmas song is, please remember this Christmas that the song 
your Savior sings is for you! “The LORD your God is with you, he is mighty to save. He will take 
great delight in you, he will quiet you with his love, he will rejoice over you with singing.”  
 
Prayer: Lord Jesus, I am humbled by your deep love for me. Create in me a stronger desire for 
you and your Word this Christmas season as reflect on your desire and love for me. Amen. 
 
Try this at home: Talk with you friends and family members about your favorite Christmas 
hymn or carol. Explain what memories you have regarding that song and how it can point you 
to Jesus.  
 

 



Thursday - December 13 
The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life and 
have it to the full. John 10:10 
 
These words from our God are between two rather significant statements in our lesson. Just 
before this verse Jesus said, “I am the gate.” Immediately afterwards he says, “I am the Good 
Shephard.”  Jesus is the only way to heaven. He is also the one who guides and guards his 
people as he leads us to heaven. What a joy filled promise from your God. Why does he do this? 
Why does he promise you that he is the only way to heaven? Why does he promise to make 
sure you get there? So that we may have life and have it to the full.  
 
So, what does this full life look like? The way you answer this question will impact how you 
spend your time this Advent. Does a full life focus on the craziness of the season? Does it 
include having a full schedule? If so, then you very well may experience some rather turbulent 
times this season. Does a full life focus on the joy only found in Jesus? If this is your answer to 
the question, then you have joy knowing that because of Jesus you will indeed have life to the 
full. You stand before your God now forgiven and at peace. What a joy filled life you now have.  
 
Prayer: Lord Jesus, thank you for filling me with the joyful news this advent that because of 
what you did for me, I have life and have it to the full. Fill me with your peace that far surpasses 
all understanding. Amen.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Friday - December 14 
Isaiah 9:6 "…And he will be called Wonderful Counselor." 

A friend was telling me about one of her children who used to struggle with anxiety. She 
explained that his mind seemed to be constantly moving and never at rest. I asked her what it 
was that finally helped. “We took him to a counselor,” the friend said. “She was able to help 
him figure things out that no one else could.”  

Isaiah announced that Jesus would be a “counselor,” and not just a counselor but a wonderful 
one. Jesus was someone whose ability to figure out things no one else could was seemingly 
well-known and simply amazing. 

What would you want Jesus to figure out for you? Is there anything wrong with your life right 
now? Maybe you don’t know how to fix your marriage. Maybe you don’t know how to help one 
of your children. Maybe you’re worried about a loved one. Maybe you carry a great deal of 
regret. Maybe you’ve been holding on to a secret, and you’re not sure what the result will be 
when someone hears it. Maybe your mind seems to constantly move from worry to worry and 
never find rest. 

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened,” Jesus said, “and you will find rest.” Open 
his Word, where we not only find page upon page filled with the divine counsel of the great 
Counselor, but where we also see why Isaiah called this particular Counselor “wonderful.” 

The very best counselors on earth often charge large amounts of money for the chance that 
their work will benefit you in the end. The benefit of Jesus’ work, however, is guaranteed. And 
that cost you nothing. Come to the Wonderful Counselor, and you will find rest. 
 
Prayer: Lord you know what is heavy on my heart and mind. You know the restlessness that can 
overtake me. You also know exactly what I need to hear, think, say and do. Help with your word 
to listen to you and calm my heart. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Saturday - December 15 

In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. This is the name by which 
it will be called: The LORD Our Righteousness.'” Jeremiah 33:16  

  

A name is a very important thing. That’s because a name says something about a      person. 
Researchers have found that within a culture people tend to agree on          characteristics that 
are associated with any given name. In other words, we form      similar ideas about a person, 
whether it be their race, social status, or even profession, just by hearing their name. For 
example, most people in America trust someone who is named “Lincoln,” and when they hear 
the name “Tiffany,” they think of someone who is wealthy. 

The prophet, Jeremiah, comforted the people of Judah, who had experienced destruction at the 
hands of the Babylonian army, by sharing with them a name. He promised them that in the 
midst of their despair a righteous Branch would sprout from David’s line and bring salvation. 
This righteous Branch would be called “The Lord, our righteousness.” 

Could you imagine being given that name? Could you imagine telling people that your name 
was “righteousness?” Jesus Christ could, because when he was born into this world, he lived a 
perfectly righteous life by following all of God’s commands. He not only did what no one else 
has ever done, he took our sins upon himself and give us his perfect righteousness in their 
place. The apostle Paul says, “He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life 
for our justification” (Romans 4:25). 

A name says something about someone. “The Lord, our righteousness” is a name that could 
only fit one person. Jesus Christ lived, died, and rose again to be our righteousness. Now when 
you trust in him you are given another name. Like the bride who takes the name of her 
husband, believers take the name of their Savior Jesus—”righteous.” This name gives us hope 
and assures us of our eternal future of peace and safety with him. 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, thank you for being my righteousness and for taking my sin upon yourself. 
Help me to always find hope in your perfect life and innocent death in my place. Amen.  

  

December 16 – Sunday Worship 

 
 

 



Monday - December 17 
When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows 
me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” John 8:12 
 
This is one Christmas I think we’ll all remember. We had an “Ohm hour” fall right in the middle 
of our family Christmas tree decoration. Ohm hours are opportunities to reduce the draw on 
the power grid and receive a sweet reward off of the electric bill. To receive the full credit of 
the Ohm hour we are required to use virtually no electricity – we usually turn off our main 
power breaker for our whole house. Great money saver, not so good when you have three 
children ravaging through gigantic boxes of fragile hand-me-down ornaments and a small dog 
circling round your feet…  
 
We did what any young frugal family would do, we argued for a while, then flipped the breaker 
and headed for our rechargeable flashlights. The 60 minutes flew by as we, with our headlamps 
and flashlights tunneled like minors through the decorations for the gigantic tree. And then the 
moment we were all waiting for. 3….2….1…. Merry Christmas. The Ohm hour was over and we 
flipped the breaker back on. The tree glistened with family memories and nativity ornaments 
reminding us of Jesus’ birth.  
 
As we make our way into the final week of Christmas and the days are still so short, and the to-
do list seems to grow ever longer maybe you’ve noticed; unexpected moments bring 
unexpected stressors. You are not alone. This time of year, worry can take over and harsh 
words are quick to follow. Today Jesus says, “I am the light of the world.” What does that really 
mean? We know in God’s Word that sin is often pictured as darkness coming into the world. 
And along with sin comes the pain of selfishness, fear, anxiety, sickness and even death. 
Therefore it so important to remember that Jesus came as one of us to undo sin’s damage. He 
was always true God and yet at the same time became one of us, to be the light that forces sin 
and its effects out of our life forever. This week we are not in the dark. We know Jesus came 
and is coming again. Let Jesus’ birth lead your week and light your path so that you see the 
darkness hasn’t won and need not control you any longer.  
 
Prayer: Dearest Savior, this week I ask for Biblical hope. Hope that is not a dream, or a wish, or 
a guess, but hope that is confidence looking forward at the fulfillment of your promises. You 
kept your promise to be born of a virgin and come as our Savior. You will keep your promise to 
take all who believe in you to be by your side in heaven. May this light at the end of the tunnel 
illuminate our week and our life. Amen.  
 
Try this at home: Start each day with a Christian Christmas song like Hillsong: We have a Savior. 
 

 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Q96IiuvjVU&index=1&list=RDaJZwuhR6u4k


Tuesday - December 18 
And those the LORD has rescued will return. They will enter Zion with singing; everlasting joy 
will crown their heads. Gladness and joy will overtake them, and sorrow and sighing will flee 
away. Isaiah 35:10 
 
Recently a teen who lives in Indonesia was rescued after a rather frightening experience. He 
was lost at sea for 49 days. His fishing raft was blown by very powerful winds and ended up 
pushing him over 1900 miles away from his home. During this time Aldi survived by catching 
fish and reading his Bible. He spent the first few days in tears as he searched for land and 
wondered if he would ever see his parents and siblings again. Can you imagine the joy he felt 
after his rescue? More than that, can you imagine the joy he felt when he returned home to his 
parents?  The joy in his voice is evident as he describes what it was like to be reunited with his 
family.  
 
In our lesson for today, God spoke to his people who would be taken far away from their 
homes. He comforted them and told them that the time would come when they would return. 
More than that, the day would come when they would enjoy eternal joy with him in heaven. 
This Christmas season focus on the joyful news your God reveals to you. There is joy in Jesus 
coming. There is joy now in the eternal home your Savior has won for you.  
 
Prayer: Heavenly Father fill me with joy this advent as I rejoice that you loved me so much that 
you sent your Son into the world to live and die for me. Fill me with joy as I look forward to the 
day I will enter your presence in heaven. Amen.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Wednesday - December 19 
The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel" (which 
means "God with us"). – Matthew 1:23  
 
How are you gift giving skills? Are you still in the beginner level or have you risen through the 
ranks to be a considered an expert? What does it take to be an expert in gift giving? According 
to popular opinion one of the many principles to follow is that a gift needs to be personal. That 
is, it needs to be something that communicates you thought that person, their needs and 
address them in a personal way. For example, a personal gift for a husband who likes to BBQ 
might be a new grill. Or for the wife who is really into essential oil might receive a new diffuser. 
Be personal and meet a need. Do this and you will rise to the level of expert in gift giving.  
 
Our God is also an expert in gift giving. Why? Because he meets our need and does so in a very, 
very personal way. You see when God saw you and I stuck in this world of sin and overcome 
with reality that our sins separates us from him, the need was obvious. We needed a Savior 
from sin. There was several ways God could have met that need. He could have just snapped his 
fingers and said we are forgiven. He could have just overlooked our sin or just punished the 
devil and no one else. But God wouldn’t do such things because to do so would mean a change 
in who he is. Rather, to meet the need of Savior in a personal way, the Almighty God who rules 
heaven and earth became a person. That is he become one of and dwelt among us. So personal 
isn’t it? He wrapped himself in human flesh and became like you and me in order to save! 
That’s what it means when speaking the name “Immanuel” which means God with us. Our 
great Immanuel meets our need and does so in a personal way!  
 
Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank you for meeting my greatest need in sending your Son to be my 
Savior. You not only meet my need but did so in a personal way by becoming a human being to 
save. Help me focus on Immanuel, God with us, this Christmas season. Amen  
 
Try this at home: Think of a person you might need to hear about how personal our God is in 
meeting our every need. Take some time this week to pray that God would give you an 
opportunity to invite them to worship on Christmas Eve.  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Thursday - December 20 
 
And he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” Luke 1:33 
 
Do you have a manger scene in your house? Did you have one growing up or remember seeing 
one at a friend’s house? When you look to the center of the scene, past the cows, donkeys, 
shepherds and Mary and Joseph there is a little bitty baby wrapped in cloths and lying on some 
straw in a manger. It is hard to fully grasp the significance of such a small child in the middle of 
such a humble scene. Today we remember the angel Gabriel’s message to Mary.  
 
This verse came to a young virgin, pledged to be married but not yet married, not living with 
him, they had kept the marriage bed pure. The angel Gabriel’s message of an unexpected and 
miraculous birth was that this child would be great, a ruler even. I mean, every parent has high 
and lofty aspirations for their children but a king who would rule forever, never ending. Wow!  
 
Have you ever felt that God has lost control of the world or at least not fully aware of what is 
going on right now for you? Don’t let looks deceive you. Just as that little bitty baby was going 
to have a kingdom that would never end, so also the most grim situations in this world are still 
being pulled together for the ultimate good of Jacob’s descendants. (Rms 8:28ff) And through 
faith we know that we are included among those descendants. (Gal 3:7ff) 
 
Prayer: Dearest Jesus, I thank you that you humbled yourself to be born in a stable and placed 
in a manger. Your love knows no limits. I also thank you that you are now ruling all things for 
the good of your people, the ultimate good of me. Help me to trust that you still know what 
you’re doing and will follow through on your promises in good time. Amen. 
 
Try this at home: Write Luke 1:33 on a post-it note and stick it in the place where you often feel 
the most discouraged.  Let it help you remember that Jesus is still ruling all things for your 
good. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Friday - December 21 
 They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. 24 I say to myself, “The LORD is my 
portion; therefore, I will wait for him.” Lamentations 3:23-24 
 
What is the world’s most renewable energy resource? A quick search on Google reveals that 
hydropower sits near the top of the list. Using water to create power is efficient and renewable. 
Water in a dam is easily released, power is created, and then when there is excess power in the 
grid the water can be pumped back into the dam and used again. It seems like a win-win 
situation.  
 
What is the most renewable resource when it comes to your relationship with your God? In 
today’s lesson God tells us that his faithfulness is the most renewable resource. In fact, God’s 
faithfulness will never run out. It is new every morning. God is faithful as he keeps his promises. 
What leads God’s people to rejoice that God’s promises are the same yesterday, today and 
tomorrow? They will be the same into eternity. So what promises from God renew you every 
morning? Is it the promise that because Jesus died on the cross for every one of your sins, you 
are now at peace with God? All God’s promises, the ones fulfilled and the ones we eagerly wait 
for, are yours every day. What a wonderful renewable resource.   
 
Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank you for renewing your mercies every day. Thank you for keeping 
every one of your promises. Fill our hearts with the joy that comes from seeing your great love 
for us in our Savior, Jesus. Amen. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Saturday - December 22 
The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. Luke 1:35 
 
If Jesus was a great man and a great teacher and had died, it could make history, but it would 
not have any eternal impact on anyone. Jesus needed to be true God. As true God he would be 
able to be perfect and meet all the standards of all of God’s rules. As true God Jesus’ sacrifice 
would be able to count for all people of all time. This is God’s plan- that he would become one 
of his creation to save his creation.  

I always appreciate Mary’s response to this magnificent and huge news. “I am the Lord’s 
servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her. (Luke 
1:38) Mary was a normal human being. In her responsive song after receiving this life changing 
news, she said quite clearly, “My spirit rejoices in God my Savior.” (Lk 1:47) She needed this 
Savior like we do, and she responded in faith to news of the Savior like we do too. 

Prayer: Son of God, we thank you completely for setting aside the joy and beauty of heaven to 
become one of us. You know full well what it is to be human and suffer temptations that we 
regularly fall into. Help us to respond to your forgiveness with a renewed vigor to use every 
resource we have to give you glory and praise. You are so worth it. Amen. 

Try this at home: Every day we respond to the Gospel message with action or inaction, whether 
it is our body, possessions, money, or time. Take a moment of inventory of all that God has 
provided you. In what specific ways are you using these blessings for his glory, to spread the 
good news of Jesus? Is there something you’d like to change or adjust? 
 
 

December 23 – Sunday Worship  
 

December 24 - Christmas Eve Worship 
  

Corona - 4pm  
  

Riverside - 7pm 
  

Victorville - 7pm 
  

Yucaipa - 5pm  
  



 


